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AMERICAN LEGION NAPERVILLE POST 43 
 
MINUTES FOR THE MEETING HELD ON:  November 3, 2016  
 

 CMDR Lindberg called the meeting to order at 1902 hours. 
 

 Colors were posted. 
 

 Opening prayer offered by Chaplain Komarek. 
 

 Resolution 288 was read by CMDR Lindberg, after which the MIA Flag was 
placed on the empty chair, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by the 
Preamble of the Legion Constitution.  
 

 Roll call of Officers 
o CMDR Lindberg             Present __X_ 
o Sr. Vic CMDR Deetjen   Present __X_  
o Jr. Vic CMDR Chasteen         Present __X_  
o Sgt At Arms Bonus         Present __X_ 
o Fin. Officer Light               Present __X_ 
o Chaplain Komarek               Present __X_  
o Advocate Hennessy          Present __X_ 
o Service Officer Barbour        Present __X_ 
o Adjutant Bixel             Present __X_ 

 

 Minutes from the October 2016 meeting were read. Motion to accept the minutes 
as written made by Roger Treend and seconded by Lou Kueltzo. 
 

 Guests: Past National VFW Commander George Cramer; Immediate Past State 
Commander VFW Phil Maughan; Immediate Past Second Division Commander 
Wayne Fischer; and Mike McGrath, National Director VFW National Home for 
Children. New members: Dwaine Churma, Naval Aviation and Ron Johnson, US 
Marine Corp. Eleventh District Sr Vice-Commander Mike Westerhausen. 

 
Post 43   Meeting Notes 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Finance Report:  Finance Officer Light reported all monies due the post have been 
received and all monies owed by the post have been paid. Of note, both the October 
and November newsletter costs hit the books in October; the socials after two months 
have been running near a breakeven. Overall the Post is in excellent financial shape. 
Motion to accept the financial report made by Don Hennessy and seconded by Phil 
Maughan. 
 
Americanism: Advocate Hennessy reported that the Oratorical Contest invites have 
been sent to the area high school principals. Interest each year has been dwindling and 
to date only one response has come back. The Post Oratorical Contest will be held at 
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our Post home, 10 West Chicago Avenue, on January 7, 2017. The DuPage County 
Contest will be held on the following day, Sunday, January 8, 2017, at Cantigny.  
 
Girls State/Boys State: No report on Girls State. Terry Jelinek reported that the six 
area schools have been sent a letter indicating the dates for the 2017 Boys State. 
Included in that letter was a list of the Naperville area 2016 participants and the many 
offices they held at the 2016 Boys State. 
 
House and Entertainment: Jr Vice Commander Chasteen indicated the next social will 
be on Veterans Day beginning at 6 PM. Turkey and trimmings by our Kendall Cooks will 
be served and our guest speaker will be Jaewoong Lee Deputy Consul General of the 
Republic of Korea in Chicago.  
 
The DuPage County vet Center at 750 Shoreline Drive, Ste. 150 in Aurora will be 
serving a hot meal to vets on November 16 at 5 PM. 
 
There will be no social in December.  
 
Membership: Sr Vice Commander Deetjen reported on membership renewals. He 
emphasized the Legion year runs from July 1 until June 30 the following year. He read a 
letter that is going out to all members that will explain the Legion year and point out the 
need to get your membership dues paid.  
 
Service Officer: Mike Barbour reported on the activities this week of the Hines Mobil 
Medical Unit that visited the VFW Post on Tuesday, November 1. Reminder that the 
MMU unit visits the VFW Post on the first Tuesday of every month. Barbour also 
reviewed Senate Bill SB3042, Homestead Exemption for Spouses, and asked that we 
contact our representatives to get this Bill out of committee. SB3042 provides that, for 
the 2016 taxable year and thereafter, the exemption for veterans with disabilities carries 
over to the surviving spouse of a veteran who did not obtain the exemption before 
death, but who would have qualified for the exemption in the current taxable year if he 
or she had survived. The original bill was poorly written and does not cover the spouse 
if the vet dies. 
 
Boy Scouts: Brian Light reported on the recent Court of Honor held with Troup #106. 
Noted that this Troup, although rather small has had 66 Eagle Scouts over the years. 
The scouts were made aware of the many youth programs offered by Post 43. 
 
Trustees: Trustee Vahle reported that a meeting of the trustees was held earlier in the 
day revealed no issues to report. 
  
Home Visits to Senior Living Centers: Reminder for all to join in the visits at 10 AM: 
The visits are to Monarch Landing on the first Saturday of the month; to Brookdale 
Plaza on the 2nd Saturday and to Independence Village on the third Saturday of each 
month. 
 
Legion Riders: Don Chasteen reported despite the cold weather coming, the Riders 
are busy. The Naperville Junior High Schools have been notified of the American 
Legion Essay Contest, the Riders judge this contest; at the next Riders meeting on 
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November 16 at Bono’s in Lisle, the 2017 officers will be nominated; the new officers 
will be installed at the January Legion Social; the October 22nd fund raiser was a big 
success and the Riders are proud to report that their Legacy goal of $4,000 for 2017 will 
be met. The Riders fund-raiser for 2017 will be held on September 9, 2017. 
 
Post Everlasting and Sick Call: Sam Hilderbrand is in St Patrick’s and Dick Komarek 
had a nice visit with him.  
 
Parades and Ceremonies: Terry Jelinek passed around a listing of all the schools and 
assignments for the Veterans Day period. Note was made about the ceremony at 
Veterans Park at 11 AM on November 11 and the social and dinner that night beginning 
at 6 PM.  
 
The Honor Guard had 3 Military Funerals during the month of October. The Honor 
Guard will render the rifle salute at Veterans Park on November 11. 
 
A reminder that the Little Friends Parade of Lights is November 27 and color guard 
personnel is needed. 
 
Historian Report: No report. 
 
Old Business: The Commissioning of USS Illinois, the 13th Virginia Class nuclear 
submarine, took place on October 29, 2016, in Groton, CT. Naperville was well 
represented, commissioning Books were brought back for both the American Legion 
Post 43 and the VFW Post 3873. 
 
New Business: Doug Deetjen reported that the Sons of the American Legion for Post 
43 has 15 Charter members signed up so far and has a target of 30-40 members.  
 
Correspondence: Commander Lindberg read the notice for Resolution No. 16: 
Expectations for Rendering Proper Respect when Participation in Programs of The 
American Legion. 
 
Mike McGrath, National Director VFW National Home for Children, noted we should 
look for the poster at the entrance to the canteen. This poster “Thank you for helping us 
grow” is given by the children in appreciation for the efforts of the VFW Judd-A-Thon.  
 
For the Good of the Legion: Lou Kueltzo shared some of the most recent 
developments of Honor Flight Chicago. So far 8,800 World War II and Korean vets have 
gone to DC. The cost is rising per flight and funds are needed to continue this effort. 
Because of the aging WW II and Korean vets the vets from Vietnam may be considered 
in some 2 to 3 years. 
 
Dick Komarek made note of a seminar on sharing the Faith on November 12. 
 
Mike Westerhausen noted the importance of getting each member to pay his or her 
dues. Paying our dues is a note to Washington to keep up the fight for our Veterans. 
 
Meeting adjourned by CMDR Lindberg at 2011 Hours 


